
Charter Commission Minutes 

September 10, 2020 

Michael Terry called the meeting to order at 6:30PM 

Members present were Linda Beachy, Kerri Ferguson, Sherry Headlee, Aaron Lewis, Mike Malone, Tony 
Matessa, Missy McCoy, Amy Rucker, Todd Skidmore, Galen Troyer, and Bobbi Watkins 

Also present were David Ingram, Catherine Cunningham, Frank Reed, Nathan Cahall, Paul Lafayette, and 
Renee Sonnett.   

Absent members were Carrie McGlaughlin, Jim Baker, and Jim Eudaily.   

Ms. Ferguson motioned, seconded by Mr. Malone to approve the September 3, 2020 minutes.  Ten yea 
votes.   

Communication: Mr. Terry responded to a Facebook question regarding the Mayor vacating his position.  
An email was received through the website regarding a question about the wording for the Mayoral 
duties.   

Old Business: 

Mr. Skidmore motioned, seconded by Ms. Ferguson to approve the updated changes made in Article VII.  
Eleven yes votes.   

Mr. Matessa arrived at 6:45PM 

Mr. Malone motioned, seconded by Ms. Ferguson to approve the updated changes made in Article VI.  
Twelve yes votes.   

Mr. Ingram brought forward Article V pertaining to the Mayor’s powers and duties.  In the previous 
meeting the topic was brought up but unable to be completed.  Mr. Terry shared an email from Frank 
Reed regarding the Mayor being able to set the agenda for Council meetings.  Discussion occurred about 
the topic.  Mr. Terry asked if it could be included in the article that Council reserves the right to amend 
the agenda by a simple majority vote.  Ms. Watkins agreed with Mr. Terry.  Mr. Malone also agreed.  Mr. 
Lewis wanted to clarify that it was not just legislation but any topic could be added by a simple majority 
vote.  Mr. Ingram will make the change in Article V and bring back for a vote at next week’s meeting.   

Vacancy and temporary absence within the Mayor’s position were discussed last week and Mr. Ingram 
made updates per the discussion.  When and if a vacancy occurs, Mr. Lafayette explained the issue with 
the ORC language doesn’t allow enough time for a candidate to meet the required deadlines for the 
board of elections.  Mr. Ingram will update this section and will be discussed at the next meeting.   

New Business:  

ARTICLE IV Legislative Process 

4.01 Form of Action by Council- Ordinance, Resolution and Motion.  “Motion” is procedural for 
approvals that don’t require a Resolution or Ordinance.   
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4.02 Introduction of Ordinance and Resolutions- Allowing the Mayor to introduce legislation as been 
added to the language. The majority of the commission agreed with allowing the Mayor to have these 
powers.   

4.03-no concerns 

4.04 Form of Resolution and Ordinances- Mr. Ingram introduced the idea that an Ordinance or 
Resolution can be heard on two separate occasions prior to approval.    Several items were called out 
that could be passed immediately and not go through the two-reading process.  Examples such as 
approval of a budget or a contract.   

Mr. Skidmore motioned, seconded by Mr. Lewis to set two meetings for approval of legislation.  Twelve 
yes votes.   

4.05-no concerns 

4.06-no concerns 

4.07-no concerns 

4.08-Emergency Ordinances-Requiring Five council members to approve the Emergency Legislation.  The 
commission agreed with the change.   

4.09-no concerns 

4.10-no concerns 

4.11-Amendments to legislation.  All amendments need to be in writing prior to approving the 
legislation 

4.12-Zoning Ordinance-Requires 5 council members to deviate from a Planning Commission 
recommendation.   

4.13-no concerns 

4.14-no concerns 

4.15 Publication of Ordinances and Resolutions- The commission agreed to allow for “digital” as a 
method of inspection along with the other physical locations. 

Mr. Ingram will make suggested changes and will introduce Article V at the next meeting.   

The next meeting is slated for public comment.  Once the public comment is complete the commission 
will hold a regular meeting.   

Ms. Cunningham advised Article I needs amended giving the authority to Council to amend the agenda.  
Mr. Terry will add it to the next agenda.   

Adjourned at 8:30PM 

Minutes submitted by Renee Sonnett, Fiscal Officer  


